
SENECA FALLS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

BOARD MINUTES
May 26, 2011
In Attendance:  A. Sinicropi, B. McKeveny, K. Beals,  P. Same

Notes & Minutes: B. Buccieri

1) Meeting   called to order 5:16 PM
2) Review of the February minutes

Motion to Accept;  B. McKeney, Second: P. Same

Ayes: 4



Nays; 0

3) Board Composition Discussion; Te Board is in agreement that with the dissolution of the Village, the SFDC Board should add two members to represent the community at large. Bob will approach Tony Petroccia and Diana Smith to see if they wish to serve out their terms as community members before further consideration of candidates.

4) Finance Report – K Beals presented YTD figures and the Audit performed for 2010.
Motion to Accept : P. Same, second

Ayes: 4



Nays; 0

The 2011 Budget has never been finalized so the Board requested the Director to prepare the budget for approval and to propose a 2012 budget as well. B, Buccieri agreed and promised delivery within two weeks.

P. Same requested that the Board submit a budget to the Town as soon as reasonable so  that it may receive proper consideration and review before the busiest period of budget review.

There is consensus that so long as the organization exists, there will be a director in place, though B. Buccieri pointed out his willingness to serve as a consultant if necessary to move the process forward.

5) Main Street Updates

a. Application Status – Application has been completed and submitted to the Housing & Community Renewal. The Town of Seneca Falls has applied for $425,000 in grants to assist projects in the Fall Street/State Street intersection. 
b. Process and Overview – The grants are expected to be announced towards the end of August. While the competition is expected to be quite keen, B. Buccieri was quite satisfied with the strength and scope of our grant application, feeling that the inclusion of the Opera Block, Cosentino’s and the Hotel Clarence will each be well received by reviewers. 
6) DOT issues and  Update – Bob B. informed the Board that there have been a series of complaints relating to Parker’s tables on Fall Street registered with the DOT. He has spoken with Kathy Plantz in the Syracuse Office of the DOT who made it quite clear that  DOT wants to make certain all applications and regulations are followed, but has no interest in enforcement procedure for violations of policy.
To this end, Parker’s has submitted an application and is given temporary permission for their set up by S Turkett of the Town of Seneca Falls pending final approval by the DOT.

Bob also informed the board that well placed officials have indicated there is a proposal to shift DOT responsibility from a shared status between Syracuse and Rochester to a single office in Rochester which should make the process a bit easier to navigate.

7) Cork & Fork 2011 Support – Bob B. proposed that the SFDC give $2500 to the Chamber in support of Cork & Fork 2011 and that we make a zero interest loan for an additional $2500 available to be paid after the conclusion of the event.
Board agreed that if it can fit in the budget proposal that they approve of the arrangement.

8) 2011 Farmer’s Market Update – Bob B. informed the Board that the Farmer’s Market is ready to begin June 15th and will feature food from the Hotel Clarence as part of their lunch offerings. To date they are  the only restaurant to have responded to a request to come and sell lunch at the market although letters were sent to all downtown restaurants.
9) 2011 Wine Tour Budgeting – Bob B. agreed that the new 2011 Budget will include the Wine Tour with the five partner wineries from last year. We will also seek to get new grant funding wherever it may be found.
10) Next Meeting  June 23,  2011

