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March “Snapshot”
In March 2021, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 2144 duty-related events.
These events include: responding to 699 calls for service, conducting 1162 property checks on both
business and residential properties, and 270 traffic stops.
One hundred twenty traffic tickets were issued consisting of 0 Felony, 13 Misdemeanors, and 107
Infractions. Out of these traffic tickets, officers arrested two individuals for Driving While Intoxicated.
Twenty motor vehicle crashes were investigated in March, consisting of 0 personal injuries and 20
property damage.
Thirty-four individuals were arrested, resulting in 52 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the
filing of 8 Felony, 21 Misdemeanors, and 23 Violations with Town Court. During these contacts, this
agency recorded five subject resistance reports in March, resulting in 0 injuries to civilians and 0
injuries to officers. There were zero citizen/officer complaints filed and numerous citizen/officer
compliments filed.
The members of the Seneca Falls Police Department utilized the department iPad for remote mental
health services 5 times. Of those 5 times, one individual required transportation to CPEP. (Clifton
Springs Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program)
Members of the Seneca Falls Police Department completed a total of 167 hours of online and in person
training.
In comparing March 2020 to March 2021, calls for service were up. 27% (551/699); criminal charges
were up 23% (42/52); traffic tickets were up 114% (56/120); traffic accidents were down 23% (26/20).
Domestic Disturbance was up 9% (23/25); Mental Health Incidents were up 29% (17/22); Driving
While Intoxicated arrests were down 33% (3/2).
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Criminal Investigation Division
During the month of March 2021, the Criminal Investigation Division arrested 1 male charging him
with 1 felony for Criminal Possession of Stolen Property. CID recovered over $20,000 during the
execution of a Search Warrant and have since returned the property to the owners. CID was assigned
to or assisted on 10 new cases during March 2021 with 8 of those being closed by some form of
closure. CID executed 2 search warrants and attended the forensic interviews of 2 children involved in
abuse investigations.

March Notable Case
On March 7th, 2021 at 8:00 pm the Seneca Falls Police arrested Carmon Pena-Alicea, age 21, of
Seneca Falls for a violation of Seneca County's Social Host Law. The arrest stems from an
investigation of an incident on March 6th, 2021 at 10:22 pm when police and emergency medical
services were called to a residence in the town for the report of a disturbance. It was found that
underage individuals, over the age of 17 but under the age of 21, were consuming alcohol inside the
residence. Pena-Alicea was issued an appearance ticket and is due to appear in the Town of Seneca
Falls court on a later date. Seneca Falls Police Department was assisted on scene by North Seneca
Ambulance.

Following a joint investigation between the Seneca Falls, Waterloo and Syracuse Police Departments a
Seneca Falls man was arrested on Thursday March 11th, 2021 at about 2pm.
John J. Bulawa, age 32, of 18 Anthony Dr., Seneca Falls, NY was charged by the Seneca Falls Police
Department with 1 count of Criminal Possession of Stolen Property in the 3rd Degree and by the
Waterloo Police Department with 1 count each of Burglary in the 3rd Degree and Grand Larceny in the
3rd Degree (all felonies).
The Seneca Falls and Waterloo Police Departments conducted a search warrant on March 10th, 2021 at
the Rebound Physical Therapy Clinic on W. Bayard St in Seneca Falls and recovered nearly $20,000
worth of stolen medical equipment. The equipment was reported stolen from rehabilitation centers in
the City of Syracuse and the Village of Waterloo from September to December 2020.
Bulawa was transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment at the Seneca
County Centralized Arraignment Part Court.
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March Notable Case – Continued from page 3
On March 15, 2021, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Julian L. Winfield, age 18,
of Seneca Falls, for Criminal Possession of Marihuana in the Fourth Degree-a class A misdemeanor.
The arrest stems from a complaint of someone smoking marihuana close to where children were getting
onto a school bus. After an investigation, other drugs were seized as well. Winfield was also charged
with two counts of Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance 7th Degree, also class A
misdemeanors. Winfield was released on appearance tickets and will appear in the Town of Seneca
Falls Court to answer the charges at a later date.
On March 21, 2021, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Thomas R. McNeill, age 30,
of Seneca Falls following a domestic dispute on Fall Street. McNeill is accused of subjecting a female
resident to unwanted physical contact and breaking her cell phone in the presence of two young
children. An active, previously existing court Order of Protection between parties also resulted in
additional charges being filed against McNeill. McNeill was charged with Harassment in the Second
Degree, Criminal Mischief in the Fourth Degree, two counts of Endangering the Welfare of a Child,
Criminal Contempt in the First Degree and Aggravated Family Offense. The latter two charges being
Class E Felonies. McNeill was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility
to await Arraignment.
On March 18th, 2021, at 10:17 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police arrested Damon Steele, age 23, of
Seneca Falls, on an Arrest Warrant for Aggravated Family Offense and Criminal Mischief in the 4th
Degree. Steele was processed and transported to the Seneca County Law Enforcement Center for
Arraignment. The arrest originally stems from a domestic incident on March 5th, 2021 where Steele
damaged a window of a residence on Bridge Street. The Waterloo Police Department and the Seneca
County Sheriff's Office assisted in Steele's arrest.

On Monday, March 22, 2021, at 10:50 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Adam
J. Christensen, age 47, of Seneca Falls, New York following a report of child abuse. During the police
investigation it was reported that Christensen subjected three children: one age ten and two age seven
to multiple instances of excessive physical contact and threats of further physical injury if the
punishment was reported to anyone else. Christensen was charged with aggravated family offense, a
felony; three counts of endangering the welfare of a child; two counts of harassment in the second
degree and one count of coercion in the third degree. He is being held at the Seneca County
Correctional Facility to await arraignment. Christensen will be due back in the Town of Seneca Falls
Court at a later date to answer the charges.
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March Notable Case – Continued from page 4
On March 29, 2021, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Dashawn M, Coleman, age
36, of Syracuse following a domestic incident that occurred on Route 414l. Coleman is accused of
preventing a female passenger from exiting a vehicle by not stopping and threatening harm. Coleman
was charged with one count of Unlawful Imprisonment in the second degree, a misdemeanor. Coleman
was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility where he was arraigned and
released on an appearance ticket. Coleman is scheduled to appear in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at
a later date to answer this charge.

NYS Association of Chiefs of Police
Annual Training Conference
I am requesting the Town Board to approve budgeted spending to allow attendance for the 2021 New
York State Association of Chiefs of Police Training Conference. This year’s NYS Chiefs of Police
Annual Training Conference will be held at the Queensbury Hotel in Glens Falls, New York from July
25-28. The four-night stay at The Queensbury Hotel located in Glens Falls will cost $705, training cost
is $325, meals and incidental expenses cost based on the US General Services Administration are $231
and mileage based of the 2021 IRS rate of 0.56 per mile will be $206. Total cost to attend this training
is $1,467.
This conference is the premier event for the New York State Association of Chiefs of Police, bringing
together Chiefs from all parts of New York State covering a diverse agenda of contemporary topics in
law enforcement. NYSACOP's annual training conference has been an institution since the
organization's inception, bringing together like-minded leaders representing jurisdictions of all sizes.
Representatives from the state’s largest and smallest communities share similar concerns, and our
training agenda strives to fill the needs of all members. This year, the conference will be discussing a
variety of issues, including current legal issues, officer-involved shootings, officer safety and wellness,
professional development, and more. The conference will also have premier exhibitors showcasing the
latest in technology, products, and software.
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SFPD 2020 Annual Report
On behalf of the women and men of the Seneca Falls Police Department who serve this community with dignity
and respect, I proudly present the 2020 Seneca Falls Police Department Annual Report. This Annual Report highlights the
Department's achievements throughout the year and delineates the Police Department's statistics between 2019 and
2020.
The Seneca Falls Police Department is comprised of highly trained men and women who are committed to ensuring the
safety and security of all residents and visitors to our community. This commitment has never wavered. We
continuously review our accredited agency's operations and seek to improve the services we provide to the community,
ensuring the community knows that they can depend on us to be there in their time of need.
There has never been a more challenging time for policing. Last year brought us some unforeseen issues – a global
pandemic, riots, police reformation, defunding the police, demands for transparency, accountability, de-escalation, bail
reform, and additional mandatory training. The fact of the matter is that we are dealing with increasing demands. We
appreciate that our Town Board Members understand that qualified, well-trained, professional law enforcement
operations require meticulous recruitment, high standards, ethics, sound policy, training, and leadership.
A review of our Department and policies reflected the standards set forth by Governor Cuomo's Executive Order 203.
The Department has implemented additional training such as mandating yearly Implicant Bias training. As required by
New York State Accreditation, the Seneca Falls Police Department will continue to review our policies and make changes
as needed in the future. We are committed to working with the community, town and county department's services,
and other law enforcement agencies. Law Enforcement is a noble profession, and we demand of ourselves the highest
standards of honesty and integrity as we provide public service within our community.
In 2020 the Seneca Falls Police Department collaborated with Seneca County Mental Health to create a monthly Seneca
County Crisis Intervention Team meeting. The purpose of these meetings is to follow up on individuals suffering from a
crisis and put the proper services in place. More Officers will receive additional training in crisis intervention, which
provides other resources to link community members with necessary services.
Officers have been and will continue to volunteer in the community they patrol,
including "Fill the Cruiser" Christmas toy drive, National Night Out, supporting
youth sports, Operation Safe Child, Child Safety Seat checkpoints, and other events
throughout the year. Our School Resource Officer, Sgt Mike Poole, will continue to
work into classrooms to build positive relationships with the students. DARE will
continue to be taught in the fifth grade by our certified DARE Officer, Investigator
Chris Denny.
Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all employees, their husbands,
wives, and families for the many sacrifices they endure every day to provide
Seneca Falls citizens’, a top-notch Police Department.
Respectfully Submitted,

Stuart W. Peenstra
Chief of Police
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NHTSA and Law Enforcement Remind Drivers:
U Drive. U Text. U Pay.
Seneca Falls, New York — The Seneca Falls Police Department will join law enforcement agencies nationwide
April 8-12, 2021, to remind drivers about the dangers and consequences of texting and distracted driving. This
annual campaign is part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s (NHTSA) national U Drive. U Text. U Pay. high-visibility enforcement effort.
According to NHTSA, between 2012 and 2019, 26,004 people died in crashes involving a distracted driver.
While fatalities from motor-vehicle crashes decreased slightly from 2018, distraction-related fatalities
increased by 10%. NHTSA also reported that the number of deaths linked to driver distraction was 3,142
nationwide, or almost 9% of all fatalities in 2019. This represents a 10% increase over the year 2018, or 284
more fatalities. The distraction figure was the largest increase in causes of traffic deaths reported for 2019.
Millennials and Gen Z are the most distracted drivers, often using their cell phones to talk, text, and scroll
through social media while behind the wheel. According to NHTSA research from 2017, young drivers 16 to 24
years old have been observed using handheld electronic devices while driving at higher rates than older
drivers since 2007. In 2019, 9% of people killed in teen (15-19) driving crashes died when the teen drivers
were distracted at the time of the crash.
“We are not out issuing tickets because we enjoy it. Proactive enforcement of these types of violations has
proven to be effective,” said Chief Stuart Peenstra. “Texting, messaging, and other forms of distracted driving
are increasing habits that put everyone at risk, even those of us in law enforcement. We want drivers to focus
on the most important task: hands on the wheel and eyes on the road.”
Violating New York States distracted-driving laws can be costly. The fines can range from $50.00 to $450.00
and carry a 5-point violation, if convicted.
Many drivers are guilty of a “double standard” when it comes to distracted driving. In its 2018 Traffic Safety
Culture Index, the AAA Foundation reported that while nearly 96% of drivers believed it was very or extremely
dangerous to read a text or email while driving, 4 out of 10 drivers admitted to doing so within the previous 30
days.
Drive Safe Every Trip
The Seneca Falls Police Department and NHTSA urge drivers to put their phones away when behind the wheel.
If you need to text, pull over and do not drive while doing so. If you are the driver, follow these steps for a safe
driving experience:
• If you are expecting a text message or need to send one, pull over and park your car in a safe location.
Once you are safely off the road and parked, it is safe to text.
• Ask your passenger to be your “designated texter.” Allow them access to your phone to respond to
calls or messages.
• Do not engage in social media scrolling or messaging while driving.
• Cell phone use is habit-forming. Struggling to not text and drive? Activate your phone’s “Do Not
Disturb” feature, or put your phone in the trunk, glove box, or back seat of your vehicle until you arrive
at your destination.
Texting while driving is dangerous and illegal. No text or post is worth ruining someone’s day — or taking a
life. Remember: U Drive. U Text. U Pay. For more information, visit www.nhtsa.gov/campaign/distracteddriving.
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NEWS RELEASE
The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department is taking back
unwanted prescription drugs!
SATURDAY, April 24, 2021
Kinney Drugs, Inc. 2085 State Route 5 Seneca Falls, NY
Seneca Falls, New York – On Saturday, April 24, 2021, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Seneca
Falls Police Department and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration will give the public its 20th
opportunity in eleven years to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of potentially
dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. This year, the Seneca Falls Police
Department will be hosting a drop off at Kinney Drugs, Inc. located at 2085 State Route 5 Seneca
Falls, New York.
Sites cannot accept liquids or needles or sharps, only pills or patches.
The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked.
Last fall Americans turned in 492.7 tons (985,392 pounds) of prescription drugs at more than
4,587 sites operated by the DEA and almost 4,153 of its state and local law enforcement partners.
Overall, in its 19 previous Take Back events, DEA and its partners have taken in 13,684,848 pounds
—6,842.4 tons—of pills.
This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. Medicines that languish
in home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescription drug
abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due
to these drugs. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s National Survey
on Drug Use and Health shows year after year that the majority of misused and abused prescription
drugs are obtained from family and friends, including someone else’s medication being stolen from the
home medicine cabinet. In addition, Americans are now advised that their usual methods for disposing
of unused medicines—flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash—both pose potential
safety and health hazards.
For more information about the disposal of prescription drugs or about the April 24th Take Back Day
event, go to www.DEATakeBack.com.
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