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October “Snapshot” 
�
 

In October 2021, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 1847 duty-related 
events. These events include: responding to 889 calls for service, conducting 806 property checks on 
both business and residential properties, and 127 traffic stops.   

Forty nine traffic tickets were issued consisting of 0 Felony, 8 Misdemeanor, and 41 Infractions.  Out 
of these traffic tickets, officers arrested no individuals for Driving While Ability Impaired.   

Twenty-two motor vehicle crashes were investigated in October, consisting of 2 personal injuries and 
20 property damage.   

Thirty two individuals were arrested, resulting in 59 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the 
filing of 12 Felony, 20 Misdemeanors, and 27 Violations with Town Court.  This agency recorded five 
subject resistance report in October during three different incidents, resulting in no injuries to the 
civilian or officers.  There were zero citizen/officer complaints filed and numerous citizen/officer 
compliments filed. 

In comparing October 2020 to October 2021, calls for service were up 26% (704/889); criminal 
charges were up 43% (41/59); traffic tickets were down 43% (86/49); traffic accidents were down 24% 
(29/22).  Domestic Disturbances were up 23% (30/37); Mental Health Incidents were up 75% (12/21); 
Driving While Intoxicated arrests were down 100% (6/0). 
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Criminal Investigation Division 
 

The Criminal Investigation Division (CID) arrested three males and one female for one felony and 8 
misdemeanors during the month of October 2021. CID was assigned to or assisted on six 
investigations, including assisting road patrol officers with a mental health arrest and transport. 
Additionally, CID closed two investigations that began earlier in the year. Two forensic interviews of a 
child victim were observed by CID at the Child Advocacy Center of the Finger Lakes. CID also 
assisted in a funeral escort and calling hours detail for a recently deceased retired SFPD member.  

 
 
 

 
 

Training 
 

Officer Logan Burgdorf attended and successfully completed a week-long Basic Photography Course 
which was held at the Finger Lakes Law Enforcement Academy.  
 
Chief Stu Peenstra, Lt Tim Snyder, Sgt Gentile, Sgt Cleere, Officer Hilker, Officer DeChick, and 
Officer MacLean attended a one-day Street Smart Cop/Pro Active Patrol Tactics Seminar on Oct 21st, 
2021. This seminar was sponsored by the Town of Seneca Falls Police Dept and held at Del Lago. 
topics covered were: Introduction and understanding modern day policing, case law specific to NYS, 
identifying criminal vehicles, officer safety and the motor vehicle stop, hindering apprehension and 
identifying a wanted person, the motor vehicle stop and interview and searching a criminal motor 
vehicle. 
 
Officer Josef Shaffer attended and successfully completed a two-week Firearms Instructor Course 
which was held at the Finger Lakes Law Enforcement Academy and the Wayne County Sheriff’s 
Office. Officer Shaffer is now a certified Firearms Instructor for the department. 
 
Officer Eric Davids attended and successfully completed Breath Analysis Operator Course which was 
held Oct 26th-28th, 2021 at the Finger Lakes Law Enforcement Academy.  
 
During the month of Oct 2021, all members of Administration, CID and road patrol successfully 
completed range training.  
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October Notable Case 
 

On October 1, 2021, at 9:31 PM, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Luis A. Lopez, 
age 23, of Seneca Falls, New York. A traffic stop was conducted on the motor vehicle that Lopez was 
operating for failure to obey a traffic control device. During the stop it was discovered that Lopez had 
an active warrant issued for his arrest in the State of Maryland for Assault in the first degree. The 
warrant and extradition was confirmed by the wanting agency. Lopez was taken into custody and 
transported to the station for processing. Upon completion of processing Lopez was transported to the 
Seneca County Correctional Facility where he would be held until arraignment.   
 
 
 
On 10/05/2021 at 12:56 pm the Seneca Falls Police Department arrested David G Brownell, age 58, of 
Seneca Falls, NY for Sexual Abuse in the First Degree and Forcible Touching. The arrest stems from 
an incident which occurred September 2nd, 2021. Brownell is accused of subjecting another individual 
to unwanted sexual contact while the individual was physically helpless. Brownell was transported to 
the Seneca County Correctional Facility in order to await arraignment in the Seneca County 
Centralized Arraignment Part Court.  An order of protection was requested for the victim.  
 
 
 
On 10/13/2021 at 4:38 PM, The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Wanya A. King (age 
20) of Seneca Falls following a domestic dispute. Police responded to a report of a female screaming at 
a local residence. Upon their arrival, King was observed to be in the presence of a female victim, who 
an order of protection forbade him from having any contact with. King then attempted to prevent police 
from arresting him by physically resisting their efforts to place him into custody.  
 
King was charged with criminal contempt in the second degree, resisting arrest, and obstruction of 
governmental administration in the second degree. He was secured at the Seneca County Correction 
Facility to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized Arraignment Part Court. 
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October Notable Case – Continued from page 5 
 
 
On Wednesday, October 13, 2021, at 8:12 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Christopher M. Ford, age 28, of Newark, New York following a social media investigation that began 
in February of this year. During the investigation it was determined that Ford sent sexually lewd and 
explicit photos and videos to a female under the age of seventeen years old via Snapchat. Ford also 
coerced the same female victim into sending lewd photos of herself to him. He was charged with 
disseminating indecent materials to minors in the first degree, coercion in the third degree and 
endangering the welfare of a child. Ford was taken into custody at the Wayne County Correctional 
Facility where he was being held on unrelated charges. He was processed and arraigned in the Town of 
Seneca Falls Court. Bail was set at $100 cash or $200 bond and he was returned to Wayne County. 
Ford is scheduled to reappear in town court on January 12, 2022, to answer the charges. An order of 
protection was issued against Ford, protecting the victim. The New York State Police assisting during 
this investigation.  
 
 
The Seneca Falls Police Department charged two local residents following the investigation into a 
reported stolen vehicle that took place on March 31st, 2021. On Friday October 15th police arrested 
Angela Hodges, age 37, of 31 Miller St, Seneca Falls for Falsely Reporting an Incident in the 3rd 
Degree, 2 Counts of Making a Punishable False Written Statement and Conspiracy in the 6th Degree.   
On Monday October 18th police arrested Scott Hodges, age 28, of 1560 High St, Savannah for Making 
a Punishable False Written Statement and Conspiracy in the 6th Degree.  Both were released on an 
appearance ticket and will appear on December 2nd, 2021 in Town Court to answer the charges.   

 
 

On Wednesday, October 20, 2021, at 4:57 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Benyamina F. Fox, age 43, of Seneca Falls, New York following a disorderly conduct complaint. 
Police responded to 911 calls reporting Fox was creating a disturbance in the parking lot of an 
apartment complex. Prior to the police arriving, Fox broke a window to another tenant's apartment. Fox 
was taken into custody and charged with one count of criminal mischief in the fourth degree, a class A 
misdemeanor. He was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await 
arraignment. Fox will be due back in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the 
charge.  
�
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October Notable Case – Continued from page 6 
�
�

On Wednesday October 20, 2021, at 8:38 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Troy P.  Meland, age 27, of Marion, New York. The arrest stems from an assault that occurred on 
September 11, 2021, at about 2:00 am where Meland intentionally struck another individual with a 
metal pipe causing serious physical injury to the victim. Meland fled the scene and was not located by 
police. A warrant was issued for his arrest. Meland was arrested by the Wayne County Sheriff's Office 
on unrelated charges. When he was released, the police department responded and placed him into 
custody on the arrest warrant. He was charged with assault in the second degree a class D felony and 
criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree, a class C felony. Meland was processed and 
transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to be arraigned.  
 

On Wednesday, October 20, 2021, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Benyamina F. 
Fox, age 43, of Seneca Falls, New York following a disturbance. It was reported that Fox engaged in a 
physical altercation with two individuals, one of which was a protected party in an order of protection 
against Fox. Fox was charged with criminal contempt in the first degree, criminal contempt in the 
second degree, two counts of harassment in the second degree and one count of disorderly conduct. 
Fox was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment. He 
will be due back in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charges. 

 

On Friday, October 22, 2021, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested David P. Crolick, 
age 60, of 1744 Burgess Road Waterloo, New York.  The arrest stems from an incident on Thursday, 
October 7, 2021, when the Seneca Falls Central School District contacted their School Resource 
Officer after receiving a complaint about Crolick becoming physical with a student while on the school 
bus.  During the investigation, police learned that Crolick, who was employed by the school district as 
a bus driver, had physically pushed a 5-year old student causing his head to strike the window of the 
bus.  Crolick was taken into custody on an Arrest Warrant for the charges of Harassment in the 2nd 
Degree and Endangering the Welfare of a Child.  Crolick was transported to the Seneca County 
Correctional Facility, where he will be waiting arraignment at CAP Court.  The child sustained a minor 
injury to his ear during the incident, but did not require any medical attention.  

�
�
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October Notable Case – Continued from page 7 
 
 
On Friday, October 22, 2021, at 1:15 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested James 
L. Dyer, age 35, of Seneca Falls, New York, following a domestic dispute that occurred on October 
21st, 2021. During the dispute, Dyer subjected the female victim to unwanted physical contact by 
pushing her and made threats of serious physical injury. The actions of Dyer caused the female victim 
to fear for her life. It was also determined Dyer was in violation of an order of protection. Dyer was 
placed into custody for one count of criminal contempt in the first degree, a class E felony, one count 
of menacing in the second degree, a class A misdemeanor, and one count of harassment in the second 
degree, a violation. Dyer was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to 
await arraignment. Dyer will be due back in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer 
the charges. 
�
 
On Saturday, October 23rd, 2021 at 1:38 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Ford J. Petrie, age 21, of Seneca Falls, NY following a dispute on Rumsey St. Petrie was involved in a 
verbal argument with two males and punched one of the males in the face. Petrie also damaged two 
vehicles that were owned by the two males he was involved in the argument with. Petrie was charged 
with two counts of criminal mischief in the fourth degree, a class A Misdemeanor, and one count of 
harassment in the second degree, a Violation. Petrie was processed and transported to the Seneca 
County Correctional Facility to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized Arraignment Part 
Court.  
 
One of the victims requested an order of protection. Police requested an order of protection on his 
behalf. 

 
 

On Saturday, October 23, 2021, at 8:41 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Thomas R. McNeill, age 30, of Seneca Falls, New York, following a domestic dispute that occurred on 
October 20th, 2021. During the dispute, McNeill subjected the female victim to unwanted physical 
contact by pushing and striking her resulting in injury. McNeill had also taken the victim’s cellphone 
during the incident. The actions of McNeill caused the female victim to fear for her life. It was also 
determined McNeill’s actions were in violation of an order of protection. McNeill was placed into 
custody for one count of criminal contempt in the first degree, a class E felony, one count of grand 
larceny in the fourth degree, a class E felony, one count of aggravated family offense, a class E felony, 
and one count of harassment in the second degree, a violation. McNeill was processed and transported 
to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment. McNeill will be due back in the Town 
of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charges.  



���� � � � � �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

October Notable Case – Continued from page 8 
 
 
On Sunday, October 31, 2021, at 11:26 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrest Dylan 
C. Thompson, age 29, of Seneca Falls, New York following a burglary on Cayuga Street. Police were 
called to a residence after the residents came home to find Thompson inside their home holding 
property of theirs. Once confronted Thompson was chased from the residence but was caught and held 
in the back yard until police arrived. Thompson was charged with burglary in the second degree, a class 
C felony and petit larceny, a class A misdemeanor. He was processed and transported to the Seneca 
County Correctional Facility to await arraignment. Thompson will be due back in the Town of Seneca 
Falls Court at a later date to answer the charges.  
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The Seneca Falls Police Department is proud to announce that we have partnered with Ring 
"Neighbors" Community to connect with our residents and offer another way to inform residents of 
activity occurring in our neighborhoods. Neighbors allows you, the user, to share photos, videos and 
information related to local crime and safety incidents so fellow residents can stay informed. Ring 
provides a free app which can be found on both iOs and Android stores. This app allows users, even if 
they do not have a Ring security camera, to communicate with other residents, report incidents, and get 
real-time alerts put out by community members and our agency. 
 
Those that do have Ring cameras are offered the added ability to upload and/or report incidents 
privately and directly to our department. This partnership does NOT provide the police department 
with direct access to your home surveillance system, and does not allow us to know which residents 
even have them! While we can view any footage publicly shared within the app, the only time our 
agency would be directly provided with the footage and identity of a user would be if it is voluntarily 
provided by the user.  
 
Feel free to spread the word and make sure to always report criminal activity or emergency situations 
directly to the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department by contacting (315)568-4850 or 911. 
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Members of the Seneca Falls Police Department participated in trick or treating events at Cady Stanton 
School, the community center, and the Elks Club! Our costumes weren’t as good as some of those in 
attendance!  
 

 
 
 
 
Officer Kidd and Officer Fleming conducted reverse trick-or-treating at a few locations throughout the 
town on Halloween! It was a great idea they took upon themselves. Great community policing! 
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