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October 5, 2021

September “Snapshot”
In September 2021, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 1702 duty-related
events. These events include: responding to 789 calls for service, conducting 763 property checks on
both business and residential properties, and 127 traffic stops.
Forty two traffic tickets were issued consisting of 0 Felony, 5 Misdemeanor, and 37 Infractions. Out of
these traffic tickets, officers arrested one individual for Driving While Ability Impaired.
Thirty one motor vehicle crashes were investigated in September, consisting of 7 personalinjuries and
24 property damage.
Twenty nine individuals were arrested, resulting in 44 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the
filing of 6 Felony, 19 Misdemeanors, and 19 Violations with Town Court. This agency recorded two
subject resistance report in September during one contact, resulting in no injuries to the civilian or
officers. There were zero citizen/officer complaints filed and numerous citizen/officer compliments
filed.
In comparing September 2020 to September 2021, calls for service were up 12.5% (701/789); criminal
charges were up 46% (30/44); traffic tickets were down 54% (92/42); traffic accidents stayed the same
0% (31/31). Domestic Disturbances were down18% (32/26); Mental Health Incidents were down 42%
(28/16); Driving While Intoxicated arrests were down 80% (5/1).

Comparison Bar Graph Chart located on page 3.
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Criminal Investigation Division
The Criminal Investigation Division was assigned to or assisted on 11 new cases in September 2021
with 9 of those being closed by some form. CID attended 2 forensic interviews of children at the CAC
of the Finger Lakes and reviewed 1 from out of county. CID closed several cases from previous
months by investigation.

Training
Inv. Chris Denny and Officer Jacob DeChick attended the 2021 NYS Child Passenger Safety Technical
Conference on September 8th – September 10th, 2021 which was held in Saratoga Springs, NY. The
conference is dedicated solely to protecting children in vehicles and attracts nearly 500 child passenger
safety technicians, instructors, manufacturers, and other traffic safety and healthcare advocates. Some
of the benefits of the conference were: Continuing education credits for certified child passenger safety
technicians, gaining knowledge of current best practices in reaching multicultural populations,
analyzing data to best focus media efforts, and conveying crash dynamics to educate key local leaders,
and providing opportunities for child passenger safety professionals to be trained by nationally known
speakers.
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September Notable Case
On September 4, 2021, at 12:01 PM, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Ronald J.
Manino, age 58, of Seneca Falls following an investigation into an altercation on Haigh Street. During
a verbal altercation, Manino attempted to strike two individuals with a shovel. Manino was charged
with one count of Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the Third Degree, a class D violent felony, two
counts of Reckless Endangerment in the Second Degree, a class A misdemeanor, and two counts of
Harassment in the Second Degree, a violation. Due to a previous conviction, the Criminal Possession
of a Weapon was elevated to a felony level. Manino was transported to the Seneca County
Correctional Facility to await arraignment. No one was injured during the incident.

On 09/06/2021 at 9:30 P.M the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Wanya A. King (20)
of Seneca Falls for criminal contempt in the first degree, criminal contempt in the second degree, and
harassment in the second degree. The arrest stems from a report of a physical domestic dispute in
which King shoved a female victim. At the time of the incident the victim had an order of protection
against King which forbade any unlawful acts from being committed against the victim. After police
had arrived on scene they then observed King shouting at the victim, which was also forbidden by the
order of protection.
Once King was arrested, he refused to cooperate with police efforts to complete his fingerprinting and
other aspects of arrest processing. King was therefore charged with obstruction of governmental
administration in the second degree.
King was secured at the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment in the Seneca
County Centralized Arraignment Part Court.

On September 9th 2021, at 11:10 pm, the Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Robert Furman, age
35, of Seneca Falls for Criminal Obstruction of Breathing or Blood Circulation, Criminal Mischief 4th
Degree and 2 counts of Harassment 2nd Degree. Police responded to a local apartment complex for the
report of domestic incident. During the investigation Police found that Furman subjected the victim to
unwanted physical contact, applied pressure to the victim's neck and destroyed property during the
altercation. Furman was transported to Seneca County CAP Court to await arraignment.
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September Notable Case – Continued from page 5
On 09/11/2021 at 4:29 A.M., The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Todd S. Murphy
(25) of Waterloo NY, following a domestic incident at a local motel. It was reported that Murphy had
struck the female victim and then restrained her in order to prevent her from fleeing from him. Murphy
was reported to have then taken the victim to the ground while she was holding two small children.
Murphy was charged with endangering the welfare of a child, unlawful imprisonment in the second
degree, and harassment in the second degree. Murphy was also charged with aggravated family
offense, a felony, due to a prior conviction of a specified family offense. Murphy was secured at the
Seneca County Correctional Facility in order to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized
Arraignment Part Court.
An order of protection was requested for the victims.

On Friday, September 17, 2021, at 5:10 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Ryan
W. Folts, age 33, of Manchester, New York following a trespassing complaint. Police responded to a
residence on Miller Street for a trespass that had just occurred. It was reported to police that Folts
entered the home of a former girlfriend by climbing through a window, damaging a screen in the
process. The victim woke up to find Folts inside her home. Folts left the scene prior to the victim
calling 911. He was located at his residence in Manchester where he was taken into custody. Folts is
charged with one count of criminal mischief in the fourth degree and one count of criminal trespass in
the second degree, both class A misdemeanors. He was processed and transported to the Seneca County
Correctional Facility to await arraignment. He will be due back in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a
later date to answer the charges. Seneca Falls Police Department was assisted by the Ontario County
Sheriff's Office while taking Folts into custody.

On September 17, 2021, the Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Brian P. Hennessy, age 49, of
Seneca Falls following a domestic altercation that occurred in the town. Brian is accused of damaging
property during the altercation. It was also reported that Hennessy had grabbed the victim's dogs by
their throats and threw one of them onto the floor of the residence. Brian was charged with Criminal
Mischief in the Fourth Degree and two counts of Overdriving, torturing and Injuring animals under
NYS Agriculture and Market Law. All three charges being Class A misdemeanors. Hennessy was
transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment. There was an order or
protection request for the victim and the dogs- neither were injured during the incident.
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September Notable Case – Continued from page 6
On Saturday, September 25, 2021, at 10:30 am the Seneca County 911 Center received a call from a
juvenile reporting that his house was filling with smoke that was coming from the basement. The
Seneca Falls Police Department responded along with the Seneca Falls Fire Department, Waterloo Fire
Department, Fayette Fire Department and Geneva Fire Department. Upon arrival, a Seneca Falls Fire
Chief confirmed there was a working fire in the basement. The fire was called under control within
thirty minutes from the time of the original call. The juvenile was transported from the scene to Geneva
General Hospital for smoke inhalation by North Seneca Ambulance. The preliminary cause
investigation was believed to be suspicious. The Seneca County Fire Investigation Team, New York
State Police and New York State Fire, responded to the scene to assist with the investigation. As a
precaution the surrounding homes were evacuated until it was determined that the scene was safe and
there was no actual hazard. County House Road was shut down for several hours due to the
investigation. The cause of the fire was determined to be accidental.
Red Cross responded to the scene to provide emergency housing and assistance for the family. The
Border City Fire Department provided coverage for the fire departments while they were on scene.

On Wednesday, September 22, 2021, at 4:03 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Tracy M. Tyman, age 39, of Seneca Falls, New York after two separate reports of larcenies within a
short period of time. First, Tyman stole property from the Circle K store on Fall Street. She then went
into a vehicle parked at Stevers Garage and stole property from the vehicle totaling over $1,000 dollars.
Tyman was identified by witnesses and was located at her residence a short time later. She was charged
with one count of petit larceny, a class A misdemeanor and one count of grand larceny in the fourth
degree, a felony. Tyman was processed and released on an appearance ticket scheduling her to appear
in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charges.

On Wednesday, September 29, 2021, at 9:44 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Jeremy A. Capron, age 26, of Seneca Falls, New York following a call for a domestic dispute. A thirdparty caller reported hearing yelling and items being thrown inside the apartment. Upon arrival police
met Capron at the door, during the investigation it was discovered that Capron had two orders of
protection against him, prohibiting him from being with the female and three children that were also
present. Due to prior criminal convictions the misdemeanor charges for violating an order of protection
were elevated to a felony. He was charged with four counts of criminal contempt in the first degree and
one count of aggravated family offense. Capron was processed and transported to the Seneca County
Correctional Facility to await arraignment. He will be due back in the Seneca Falls Town Court at a
later date to answer the charges.
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September Notable Case – Continued from page 7
On Wednesday, September 29, 2021, at 4:09 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Nathan E. Lewis, age 30, of Waterloo, New York. The arrest stems from a report of a suspicious
vehicle in the parking lot of the Walmart Super Center. Upon further investigation, Lewis was found to
be in possession of methamphetamines, a controlled substance. Lewis was charged with one count of
criminal possession of a controlled substance in the seventh degree, a misdemeanor. Lewis was
processed and released with an appearance ticket and is scheduled to appear in the Seneca Falls Town
Court to answer the charge at a later date.

On Wednesday, September 29, 2021, at 9:29 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Salvatore Arichiello, age 68, of Waterloo, New York following a dispute at the Come and Go Mart on
State Route 5. Arichiello engaged in a physical fight with an employee of the store in the parking lot,
during which he threatened to shoot and kill the person. Arichiello was charged with one count of
harassment in the second degree, a violation. He was processed and transported to the Seneca County
Correctional Facility to be arraigned. An order of protection was requested on the victim's
behalf. Arichiello is to appear in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charge.
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Cleere and Fleming Receive Top DWI Award
During an August 12 2021 STOP DWI Banquet Officer Fleming was award the Seneca Falls Police
Departments 2019 STOP DWI Officer of The Year Award and Sgt Cleere was awarded the 2020STOP
DWI Officer of The Year Award. Both were recognized for their efforts by Senator Helming during
the banquet.
Officer Fleming’s productive efforts in 2019 to remove impaired drivers from roadways in Seneca
Falls is evident in his statistics with 5 DWI arrests. Officer Fleming, achieved this award even though
he didn’t graduate from the Finger Lakes Law Enforcement Academy until August of the same year.
Officer Fleming did lead the department in most traffic arrests; criminal arrests; call for service in
2020. Officer Fleming is also currently leading the department and entire county for DWI arrests in
2021 (9)

SergeantCleere’s productive efforts in 2020, to remove impaired drivers from roadways in Seneca Falls
is evident in his statistics with 12 DWI arrests, including 2 arrests for DWAI-Drugs. This is Sergeant
Cleere’s second Seneca County “STOP-DWI Officer of the Year” award having received his first in
2018.
In addition to your arrests for intoxicated and drug-impaired drivers, you also lead the department in:
•
•

2,266 Property Checks
43 Parking Summons

Sgt. Cleere also received the departments “Officer of The Year” for the Seneca Falls Police Department
in 2020. The Officer of The Year Award is presented to sworn members based on competent,
consistent, or outstanding service throughout the year. Sgt. Cleere was also promoted to Sergeant in
May of this year.

Chief Peenstra would like to congratulate Sergeant Cleere and Officer Fleming on this award which
reflects their hard work, dedication, and commitment to keeping our community and roadways safe in
Seneca Falls.
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Teleamental Health - Mobile Access Program
The Seneca Falls Police Department has joined other law enforcement jurisdictions and mental health
providers that are a part of the NYS Senate sponsored Mobile Access Program (MAP). This program
provides tablets with cellular service to law enforcement and mental health facilities allowing police to
remotely connect individuals in crisis to trained mental health workers without the individual ever
leaving their homes. The Institute for Police, Mental Health & Community Collaboration on behalf of
the New York State Office of Mental Health secures funding from the NYS Senate to provide agencies
across the state with this invaluable resource. A secure video conference chat is used to allow mental
health workers from difference agencies to perform evaluations on an individual to determine if that
individual requires transportation to a facility or if they can remain in their homes with referrals or
services that come to them. Historically all individuals that displayed any signs or symptoms of being
in crisis were transported to a hospital where they remained until they could be evaluated.
This program reduces the number of transports law enforcement is conducting by over 80% our
statistics show. Additional benefits include; little to no cost associated with a hospital visit to the
person, the hospital or taxpayers; increases bed and hospital staff availability inside of emergency
rooms and this allows treatment plans to be individualized and tailored for each person, removing the
blanket treatment plan that all have received in the past. Remote evaluations are not used for everyone,
individuals may still require a transport to a mental health facility.
When the program first launched funds were not immediately available to provide each agency in the
state with a tablet. Tablets were provided to sheriff offices and larger police agencies. Seneca Falls
Police Chief Stuart Peenstra saw the tremendous value in this service and decided to purchase a tablet
for the police department in 2020 to get the program started for our residents. After further
development and funding the MAP program was able to provide three additional tablets to the police
department. This will allow each police officer working to have a tablet which increases availability of
this service to 100%.
The Seneca Falls Police Department would like to thank the Institute for Police, Mental Health &
Community Collaboration for starting this program, Senator Pamela Helming and the NYS Senate for
providing the funding, the Seneca County Community Counseling Center, the Institute for Police,
Mental Health & Community Collaboration and the Rochester Regional Health/ Clifton Springs CPEP
(comprehensive psychiatric emergency program) teams for their support, cooperation and teamwork to
make this program so beneficial.
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Bolawrap 100 Less-lethal Device
Town of Seneca Falls Chief of Police Stuart Peenstra unveiled a new device that will begin to be carried by
officers of the road patrol division at the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department. The Bolawrap 100 device is
a less-lethal handheld remote restraint device intended to safely and humanely immobilize and control
resistive and non-compliant subjects. When used in the appropriate situations, this new device ends
interactions with non-compliant subjects without having to risk serious injury to the officer or subject. This
device is offered as a less injurious method of restraint than Conducted Energy Devices (“CED”) such as the
taser and other forms of control. The Bolawrap 100 device discharges an eight-foot bola style Kevlar tether
that wraps around an individual to temporarily restrain them at a range of 10-25 feet.
There are currently more than 500 police agencies throughout the United States that are carrying and
deploying the Bola Wrap device daily due to this new era of law enforcement. Chief Peenstra was first
introduced to this new product through a demonstration held at the Ontario County Sheriff’s Office. During
this demonstration, he was provided with a product overview and slideshow presentation encompassing this
new device. Following the presentation, live deployments of the Bola Wrap were utilized on both the company
representatives and on multiple law enforcement officials that were present for the demonstration.
At the completion of this presentation, a member of the Seneca Falls Police Department Road Patrol Division
was selected to attend a day-long “train the trainers” session. Upon completion of this session, this officer
became certified to train other members of the Seneca Falls Police Department on using the device. After an
extensive review of the newly drafted departmental policy and successful completion of in-service training,
these newly certified officers will be prepared to carry this device on calls for service.
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