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January 4, 2022

December “Snapshot”
In December 2021, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 1709 duty-related
events. These events include: responding to 711 calls for service, conducting 840 property checks on
both business and residential properties, and 139 traffic stops.
Thirty-nine traffic tickets were issued consisting of 0 Felony, 6 Misdemeanor, and 33 Infractions. Out
of these traffic tickets, officers arrested one individual for Driving While Ability Impaired.
Forty-five motor vehicle crashes were investigated in December, consisting of 3 personal injuries and
42 property damage.
Thirty Five individuals were arrested, resulting in 57 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the
filing of 7 Felony, 29 Misdemeanors, and 21 Violations with Town Court. This agency recorded three
subject resistance report in December during two different incidents, resulting in a minor injury to a
civilian and no injuries to officers. There were zero citizen/officer complaints filed and numerous
citizen/officer compliments filed.
The Seneca Falls Police Department members utilized the department iPad for remote mental health
services four times. Out of the four times, all four individuals were stabilized within their home,
requiring no transports for further evaluation by Clifton Springs Comprehensive Psychiatric
Emergency Program.
In comparing December 2020 to December 2021, calls for service were up 25% (570/711); criminal
charges were up 159% (22/57); traffic tickets were down 4% (41/39); traffic accidents were up 73%
(26/45); Domestic Disturbances were up 47% (17/25); Mental Health Incidents were up 69% (16/27);
and Driving While Intoxicated arrests were down 50% (2/1).

Comparison Bar Graph Chart located on page 3.
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Criminal Investigation Division
During the month of December, 2021, the Criminal Investigation Division was assigned six new cases
with three of those being closed by some form of closure. The three open will likely be closed by
arrest in January 2022. One member of CID was on leave during the month. CID attended the forensic
interviews of four children, of which took place off site with mobile equipment. CID applied for and
executed one search warrant and two others are currently in process of being written. CID conducted
six recorded interviews including a confession that will lead to felony charges that will be filed in
Seneca County Court – Youth Part in January. CID assisted SFPD Command and Patrol with the It’s
A Wonderful Life weekend celebration.

December Notable Case
On Thursday, December 2nd, 2021, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Laquan A.
Whitfield, age 34, of Clyde, NY. The arrest stems from a larceny investigation into an incident on
December 3rd, 2020 at Walmart in Seneca Falls. Whitfield worked with another suspect to switch the
price tags on merchandise and by so doing failed to pay the proper price for multiple items. Whitfield
had left the scene, and a warrant was issued for his arrest.
On the day of the arrest, Whitfield was already in the custody of the Wayne County Correctional
Facility for an unrelated matter. Whitfield was taken into custody and was subsequently arrested. He
was charged with Burglary in the third degree, Criminal Trespass in the Third degree, Conspiracy in
the Fifth degree and Petit Larceny. Whitfield was processed and arraigned in the Town of Seneca Falls
Court.

On December 6, 2021, the Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Andrew Hernandez, age 32, of
Seneca Falls, NY following a domestic dispute in town. Hernandez was charged with a Harassment in
the Second Degree, a violation, Menacing in the Third Degree and Criminal Mischief in the Fourth
Degree, both misdemeanors. Hernandez is accused of subjecting another resident to unwanted physical
contact and destroying property along with threatening the victim. Hernandez was transported to the
Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment. No one was injured during the incident.
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December Notable Case – Continued from page 4
On Wednesday, December 8, 2021, at 7:43 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department
arrested Zachary M. Seymour, age 26, of Ithaca, New York and Michael A. Neff, age 23, of Locke,
New York following a larceny investigation at the Wal-Mart Supercenter. Seymour and Neff were
observed acting in concert to conceal several hundred dollars’ worth of merchandise inside large totes.
The pair only abandoned their property near the exit after they noticed an asset protection employee
watching them. Asset protection had already called police prior to the pair attempting to leave the
store. Seymour and Neff were both detained by police at the exit while police conducted an
investigation. Following the investigation, it was determined that both were conspiring to steal
merchandise from the store. Further investigation discovered that Seymour was previously arrested in
Ithaca and banned from all Wal-Mart properties.
Seymour was charged with one count of burglary in the third degree, a class D felony, one count of
attempted petit larceny, a class A misdemeanor, and one count of conspiracy in the sixth degree, a class
A misdemeanor. Neff was charged with one count of attempted petit larceny, a class A misdemeanor,
and one count of conspiracy in the sixth degree, a class A misdemeanor.
Both were processed and released on appearance tickets scheduling them to appear in the Town of
Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charges.

On Monday, December 13, 2021, at 12:56 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Christopher C. Pagano Jr, age 24, of Seneca Falls, New York. The arrest stems from a domestic
incident that occurred earlier in December with another family member. Pagano Jr. was charged with
one count of criminal obstruction of breathing, a class A misdemeanor, one count of assault in the third
degree, a class A misdemeanor, and one count of harassment in the second degree, a violation. Pagano
was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment. He will
be due back in the Town of Seneca Court at a later date to answer the charges.
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December Notable Case – Continued from page 5
On Monday, December 13, 2021, at 1:03 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Aaron J. Bates, age 21, of Seneca Falls, New York following a dispute on Mynderse Street. Police
responded to the report of an assault that had just occurred on Mynderse Street in the area of the
Mynderse Academy High School complex. The assault did not involve any students or staff however,
due to the nature of the call the school was placed in a "hold in place" until the situation was
investigated. At no time were students or staff in danger. Following the investigation, it was
determined that Bates intentionally used his vehicle to drive over the sidewalk striking another
individual. The victim was known to Bates, it was not a random attack. Also, during the incident, Bates
displayed a knife in a threatening manner. Bates was taken into custody by the School Resource Officer
without incident. The victim did not sustain any injuries and refused medical attention.
Bates was charged with one count of reckless endangerment in the second degree, two counts of
menacing in the second degree and one count of driving a motor vehicle on/across the sidewalk. He
was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment. Bates
will appear in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charges.

On Friday, December 10, 2021, at 8:35 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Colton J. Fallon, age 22, of Seneca Falls, New York following an investigation involving a stolen debit
card that began in November. It was determined that Fallon stole a debit card and used that card with
another individual at different locations to obtain money. Colton was charged with grand larceny in the
fourth degree, identity theft in the second degree, unlawful possession of personal identification
material, conspiracy in the fifth degree, and two counts of petit larceny. Fallon was processed and
released on an appearance ticket scheduling him to appear in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later
date to answer the charges.
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December Notable Case – Continued from page 6
On Wednesday, December 18, 2021, at 11:25 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department
arrested Jeremy A. Capron, age 26, of Seneca Falls, New York following a call for a domestic dispute.
A third-party caller reported hearing yelling from the apartment. During the investigation it was
discovered that Capron had two orders of protection against him, prohibiting him from being with the
female and three children that were also present. Due to prior criminal convictions the misdemeanor
charges for violating an order of protection were elevated to a felony. While in custody Capron
intentionally caused damage to a police vehicle. He was charged with four counts of criminal contempt
in the first degree, one count of aggravated family offense, and one count of criminal mischief in the
third degree. Capron was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await
arraignment. He will be due back in the Seneca Falls Town Court at a later date to answer the charges.
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Sgt Thomas Cleere and Sgt Martin Rotz Jr successfully completed Police Supervisor Course
from November 29th, 2021 - December 17th, 2021. This course was held at the Finger Lakes
Law Enforcement Academy.
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