February 2022 / MONTHLYREPORT

TOWN OF SENECA FALLS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Respectfully submitted by:
Stuart W. Peenstra, Chief of Police
1|Page

March 1, 2022

February “Snapshot”
In February 2022, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 1656 duty-related
events. These events include: responding to 581 calls for service, conducting 879 property checks on
both business and residential properties, and 176 traffic stops.
Seventy traffic tickets were issued consisting of 0 Felony, 14 Misdemeanor, and 56 Infractions. Out of
these traffic tickets, officers arrested two individual for Driving While Ability Impaired.
Thirty-seven motor vehicle crashes were investigated in February, consisting of 2 personal injuries and
35 property damage.
Twenty-three individuals were arrested, resulting in 46 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the
filing of 6 Felony, 26 Misdemeanors, and 14 Violations with Town Court. This agency recorded four
subject resistance reports in February during three separate incidents. One incident resulting in a minor
abrasion to a civilian who resisted arrest. The civilian was checked over by North Seneca Ambulance
and refused any further treatment. There were no injuries to officers during these subject resistance
incidents. The department recorded zero citizen/officer complaints and numerous citizen/officer
compliments were filed.
The Seneca Falls Police Department responded to fifteen mental health related calls resulting in
thirteen individuals requiring transportation by law enforcement to Clifton Springs Hospital. SFPD
members utilized the department iPad for remote mental health services three times. Out of the three
times, one individual was stabilized within their home, requiring no transports for further evaluation by
Clifton Springs Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program.
In comparing February 2021 to February 2022, calls for service were up 2.5% (567/581); criminal
charges were down 34% (70/46); traffic tickets were down 22% (90/70); traffic accidents went
unchanged (37/37); Domestic Disturbances were down 15% (26/22); Mental Health Incidents were
down 21% (19/15); and Driving While Intoxicated arrests were down 60% (5/2).

Comparison Bar Graph Chart located on page 3.
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Criminal Investigation Division
During the month of February 2022, the Criminal Investigation Division was assigned to or assisted on
5 new cases with 3 being closed by some form of closure including arrests by patrol. CID attended the
forensic interview of 1 child victim and applied for and executed 1 search warrant. CID was able to
close several cases from previous months. **During the month of February 1 member was on vacation
for 1 week and 1 member was away at a training assignment for 2 weeks.

February Notable Case
On 02/08/2022 at 5:26 P.M. The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Nicole M. Fuller
(age 25) of Seneca Falls for endangering the welfare of a child. The arrest stems from an incident
reported on 02/07/2022 in which a local school was not able to drop off a child, whose care Fuller was
responsible for, as no adult was present at the child's home. Fuller was released with an appearance
ticket and is to appear in the Seneca Falls Town Court on 03/03/2022 at 12:00 P.M. An order of
protection is to be requested on behalf of the victim.

On 02/08/2022 at 11:40 P.M. the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Carlin T. Seneca
(age 37) of Seneca Falls for criminal mischief in the third degree, harassment in the second degree, and
criminal mischief in the fourth degree. The arrest stems from a complaint on 02/02/2022 in which a
local resident reported that Seneca had gone to their residence and caused extensive damage to a motor
vehicle, a mailbox, and some residential siding. A short time after that, Seneca was reported to have
gone to a nearby local business where he damaged a display sign and shoved an employee.
On 02/08/2022, police observed Seneca operating his vehicle on East Bayard Street in Seneca Falls.
When police attempted to conduct a traffic stop, Seneca fled from police to a local residence. At that
residence, Seneca physically resisted when police placed him into custody. Seneca was additionally
charged with resisting arrest, obstruction of governmental administration in the second degree, reckless
driving, speed in zone, failure to keep right, failure to stop at a stop sign, and unsafe turn without a
signal.
Seneca was secured at the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment in the Seneca
County Centralized Arraignment Part Court. Police requested an order of protection on behalf of the
resident who made the initial complaint.
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February Notable Case – Continued from page 4

On Thursday, February 10th, 2022, at around 5:15PM, Town of Seneca Falls Police arrested Alex W.
Rossiter, age 27, of Seneca Falls, following a domestic incident where Rossiter subjected a female
resident to unwanted physical contact in the presence of two children. Following the investigation,
Rossiter was charged with two counts of Endangering the Welfare of a Child, two counts of Criminal
Mischief in the 4th Degree, Criminal Obstruction of Breathing, Harassment in the Second Degree and
one count of Felony Aggravated Family Offense. Rossiter was processed and transported to the Seneca
County Correctional Facility to await his arraignment.

On 02/13/2022 at 0139 hours the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Kenneth M. Fowler
(age 31) of Seneca Falls for harassment in the second degree, criminal mischief in the fourth degree
and unlawful imprisonment in the second degree. The arrest follows a report of a domestic dispute in
which Fowler shoved and restrained a female victim. It was also reported that during the dispute he
damaged property which was owned by the victim. Fowler was secured at the Seneca County
Correctional Facility in order to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized Arraignment Part
Court.

On Wednesday, February 16th, 2022, at 5:05 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Ford J. Petrie, age 21, of Seneca Falls, New York. The arrest stems from a domestic incident that
occurred at a residence in the Town of Seneca Falls. During the dispute, Petrie subjected the victim to
unwanted physical contact and caused a laceration above the victim’s right eye. Petrie also damaged
property that belonged to the victim. Petrie was charged with one count of aggravated family offense, a
felony, two counts of criminal mischief in the fourth degree, a misdemeanor, one count of assault in the
third degree, a misdemeanor, and one count of harassment in the second degree, a violation. Petrie was
processed and transported to the Seneca County Law Enforcement Correctional Facility to await
arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized Arraignment Part Court.
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February Notable Case – Continued from page 5
On Wednesday, February 16th, 2022, at 2:36 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Craig M. Reid, age 49, of Seneca Falls, New York. The arrest stems from a domestic incident that
occurred at a residence in the Town of Seneca Falls. During the dispute, Reid subjected the victim to
unwanted physical contact and also damaged property that belonged to the victim. It was also reported
that Reid disseminated an image which was private in nature, prevented the victim from calling
emergency services and that he physically restrained the victim. Reid was charged with one count of
robbery in the third degree, a felony, one count of criminal mischief in the third degree, a felony, one
count of criminal mischief in the fourth degree, a misdemeanor, one count of unlawful imprisonment in
the second degree, a misdemeanor, one count of unlawful dissemination or publication of an intimate
image, a misdemeanor, and one count of harassment in the second degree, a violation. Craig was
processed and transported to the Seneca County Law Enforcement Correctional Facility to await
arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized Arraignment Part Court.

On February 19, 2022, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Rachel R. Wade, of
Wolcott, New York. The arrest stems from an incident that occurred in October, 2021, where Wade
provided false information pertaining to a property damage accident that occurred in the Town of
Seneca Falls. Wade told Police that she was the operator of a vehicle that was involved in an accident,
however the investigation determined she was not. Wade was charged with one count of Falsely
reporting an incident in the third degree, a misdemeanor. Wade was processed and released on an
Appearance ticket and scheduled to appear in the Seneca Falls Town Court at a later date to answer this
charge.

On February 20, 2022, the Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Michele A. Benedict, age 50, of
Newark, NY for one count of Abandonment of Animals which is an unclassified misdemeanor. The
arrest stems from an investigation from January 7, 2022 where Benedict is accused of moving out of
her residence in Seneca Falls and leaving a pet animal behind with no one to care for it. The unharmed
animal was recovered by the Seneca Falls Police Department and turned over to a local shelter.
Benedict was issued an Appearance Ticket and will appear in the Seneca Falls Town Court on March
3, 2022 at 12:00pm to answer the charge.
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February Notable Case – Continued from page 6
On Thursday, February 24, 2022, at 10:56 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Cody A. Sabol, age 26, of Seneca Falls, New York following a noise complaint at his residence. Police
responded to multiple reports that Sabol was engaging in loud, excessive yelling for no apparent
reason. While on scene Sabol failed to comply with orders from the police officers, at one point picking
up a crowbar. When he was being taken into custody, Sabol physically resisted by pulling away from
police and continued to be belligerent. Sabol was charged with disorderly conduct, resisting arrest, and
obstructing governmental administration in the second degree. He was processed and released on an
appearance ticket scheduling him to appear in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date.

On 02/27/2022 at 3:29 A.M., The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Johnny L.
Goodwine (age 31) of Seneca Falls for endangering the welfare of a child and for violating the Seneca
County Social Host Law following a report of a domestic dispute. Police determined that Goodwine
had allowed a person under the age of 21 to consume alcoholic beverages in his home and then left the
residence without providing adequate care for two children. Goodwine was secured at the Seneca
County Correctional Facility in order to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized
Arraignment Part Court. An order of protection was requested on behalf of the children.

On Monday, February 28, 2022, at 05:37 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested
Alexander N. Leroy, age 38, of Waterloo, New York, following a complaint of a sex offense. During
the investigation it was determined that Leroy attempted to communicate with a person believed to be a
minor and requested sexual images by means of a cellphone through social media. Leroy was placed
into custody and charged with one count of attempted Disseminating Indecent Material to Minors in the
first degree, a class E felony. Leroy was issued an appearance ticket and will be due back in the Town
of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charge.
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Sgt. Poole Completes D.A.R.E Training
The Seneca Falls Police Department is proud to announce the graduation of Sergeant Michael Poole,
the Seneca Falls Central School’s Resource Officer from the Drug Abuse Resistance Education
(DARE) training held at the New York State Fire Academy in Montour Falls, New York. Sergeant
Poole was one of several officers to complete this intensive 80-hour DARE training course. DARE is a
community based, nation-wide program which links law enforcement, schools and parents in a
partnership to educate children about the dangers of drugs. The class is taught by police officers who
present information to children in a classroom environment, providing skills on how to resist drugs and
how to build resiliency to staying away from drugs. In addition, some of the other lessons discussed
under the DARE program include bullying, gangs, internet safety, cyber-bullying, prescription drug
abuse, vaping and mental health.
Sergeant Poole will begin teaching DARE to fifth grade students at Elizabeth Cady Stanton. He will be
co-teaching along with his predecessor, School Resource Officer Investigator Denny for one year.
Sergeant Poole will take on the full DARE responsibility in 2023.
At the completion of his training, the DARE instructional team presented Sergeant Poole with the DOT
Class 59, “Daren” the DARE lion. This award was given to Sergeant Poole for his supportive
teamwork abilities and demonstrating strong leadership to the class.
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