April 2022 / MONTHLYREPORT

TOWN OF SENECA FALLS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Respectfully submitted by:
Stuart W. Peenstra, Chief of Police
1|Page

May 3, 2022

April “Snapshot”
In April 2022, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 1773 duty-related events.
These events include: responding to 704 calls for service, conducting 904 property checks on both
business and residential properties, and 147 traffic stops.
Fifty-nine traffic tickets were issued consisting of 0 Felony, 9 Misdemeanor, and 50 Infractions. Out of
these traffic tickets, officers arrested one individual for Misdemeanor Driving While Intoxicated.
Twenty-four motor vehicle crashes were investigated in April, consisting of 3 personal injuries and 21
property damages.
Nineteen individuals were arrested, resulting in 31 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the filing
of 9 Felony, 10 Misdemeanors, and 12 Violations with Town Court. There were no subject resistance
reports (Use of Force) or citizen/officer complaints in April.
The Seneca Falls Police Department responded to seven mental health related calls resulting in six
individuals requiring transportation by law enforcement to Clifton Springs Hospital. SFPD members
utilized the department iPad for remote mental health services only one time in the month of April.
This individual was stabilized within their home, requiring no transport for further evaluation by
Clifton Springs Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program.
In comparing April 2021 to April 2022, calls for service were down 14% (816/704); criminal charges
were down 31% (45/31); traffic tickets were down 52% (122/59); traffic accidents were down 23%
(31/24); Domestic Disturbances were down 8% (25/23); Mental Health Incidents were down 67%
(18/6); and Driving While Intoxicated arrests were down 75% (4/1).

Comparison Bar Graph Chart located on page 3.
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Criminal Investigation Division
During the month of April, the Criminal Investigation Division (CID) arrested two males, one for eight
sex offense felonies and 3 misdemeanor offenses following a lengthy police investigation, and the
other for 2 misdemeanor offenses with additional charges pending the results of a search warrant.
CID was assigned to or assisted on thirteen investigations, with three closed by some form of closure.
One case was closed by CID that began in March 2022. CID made three court appearances and
executed or assisted on five search warrants. Additionally, three forensic interviews of a child were
observed by CID during the month of April.

April Notable Case
Following a three-month investigation into allegations of sexual abuse of a minor child that occurred in
2021 the Seneca Falls Police Department has arrested two individuals.
Angila M. Burnett, age 30, of 26 Chapin St, Lot 48, Seneca Falls, NY was arrested on Thursday March
31st, 2022 at about 9am and charged with 2 counts of Sexual Abuse in the 1st Degree (felony), Criminal
Facilitation in the 2nd Degree (felony) and Endangering the Welfare of a Child (misd). Burnett was
held at the Seneca County Correctional Facility until posting bail following Centralized Arraignment.
Craig T. Kaufman, age 38, of 5023 Rt 414, Romulus, NY was arrested on Friday April 1st, 2022 at
about 11am and charged with the Class A-II Felony of Predatory Sexual Assault Against a Child, 4
counts of Sexual Abuse 1st (felony), 2 counts of Criminal Sexual Act 1st (felony), Aggravated Sexual
Abuse 3rd (felony) and 3 counts of Endangering the Welfare of a Child (misd.) Kaufman was
transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility where he will be held pending a bail
hearing. Kaufman who was on parole at the time of the crimes was recently released from parole as
part of the Less is More Act.
The Seneca Falls Police Department was assisted by the New York State Police, Seneca Co. Sheriff's
Office, Seneca County District Attorney's Office, Seneca County Child Protective Services, and
services through the Child Advocacy Center of the Finger Lakes.
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April Notable Case – Continued from page 4

On 04/19/2022 at 8:11 P.M. The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Ford J. Petrie (age
22) of Seneca Falls, following an investigation into a domestic incident. Police report that on
04/17/2022, they responded to a report of a physical dispute. When they arrived, it was reported that
Petrie had subjected the victim to physical contact by punching the victim and striking the victim with
a belt. It was also reported that during the dispute, Petrie had inhibited the victim's breathing. As police
investigated further, it was determined that a stay-away order of protection forbade Petrie from having
any contact with the victim.
Petrie left the scene prior to police arrival. Once he was placed into custody, Petrie was charged with
assault in the third degree, criminal obstruction of breathing or blood circulation, criminal contempt in
the second degree, criminal contempt in the first degree, criminal possession of a weapon in the third
degree, aggravated family offense, and harassment in the second degree.
At the time of the arrest, Petrie also had a pending bench warrant for violation of pretrial release from
another prior arrest. Petrie was transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await
arraignment on the charges as well as the bench warrant. He is to be arraigned in the Seneca County
Centralized Arraignment Part Court. An order of protection was requested on behalf of the victim.

On Wednesday, April 20, 2022, at approximately 11:40 AM, the Seneca Falls Police Department was
dispatched to Mynderse St. for the report of a vehicle that had crashed into a tree. Upon law
enforcement arrival, it was learned that there was a physical altercation involving three known males
where one sustained multiple stab wounds. The victim refused to cooperate with the police and was
flown to Strong Hospital where it was determined the injuries were not life threatening, treated and
released. Anyone with additional information regarding this incident should contact the Seneca Falls
Police Department at 315-568-4850.

5|Page

Seneca Falls PD Participates in National
Prescription Drug Take Back Day
On Saturday, April 30, 2022, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Seneca Falls Police Department
partnered with the Seneca County Drug Coalition and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration to
give the public its 21th opportunity in twelve years to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes
of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. This year, the Seneca Falls
Police Department hosted a drop off at Kinney Drugs, Inc. located at 2085 State Route 5 Seneca Falls,
New York. This year’s event was very successful, securing 68.2 pounds of unwanted prescription
medication.
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