May 2022 / MONTHLY REPORT

TOWN OF SENECA FALLS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Respectfully submitted by:
Stuart W. Peenstra, Chief of Police
June 7, 2022
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May “Snapshot”
In May 2022, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 1727 duty-related events.
These events include: responding to 732 calls for service, conducting 833 property checks on both
business and residential properties, and 138 traffic stops.
Forty-six traffic tickets were issued consisting of 2 Felony, 6 Misdemeanor, and 38 Infractions. Out of
these traffic tickets, officers arrested one individual for Felony Driving While Intoxicated.
Thirty-eight motor vehicle crashes were investigated in May, consisting of 5 personal injuries and 33
property damages.
Twenty-two individuals were arrested, resulting in 41 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the
filing of 12 Felony, 18 Misdemeanors, and 11 Violations with Town Court. This agency recorded four
subject resistance reports in May during three separate incidents. One incident resulted in an injury to a
subject’s finger. The subject was checked over at a medical facility and treated for his injury. There
were no injuries to any Police Officers during these subject resistance incidents.
The Seneca Falls Police Department responded to fourteen mental health related calls resulting in
eleven individuals requiring transportation by law enforcement to Clifton Springs Hospital. SFPD
members utilized the department iPad for remote mental health services five times in the month of
May. Out of the five times, four individuals were stabilized within their home, requiring no transports
for further evaluation by Clifton Springs Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program.
In comparing May 2021 to May 2022, calls for service were down 15% (858/732); criminal charges
were down 28% (57/41); traffic tickets were down 33% (69/46); traffic accidents were up 36% (28/38);
Domestic Disturbances were down 26% (31/23); Mental Health Incidents were down 22% (18/14); and
Driving While Intoxicated arrests were down 75% (4/1).

Comparison Bar Graph Chart located on page 3.
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Criminal Investigation Division
During the month of May, the Criminal Investigation Division (CID) arrested two males following two
separate violent felony investigations that began earlier in the month. One male was charged with three
felonies and one misdemeanor, including one felony charge of Robbery in the First Degree, and the
other male was charged five felonies, including one felony charge of Attempted Murder in the Second
Degree. CID was assigned to or assisted on eleven investigations, with six closed by some form of
closure. CID made two court appearances and executed eight search warrants. Additionally, CID also
assisted the United States Army CID out of Germany on an open investigation.

May Notable Case
On May 7th, 2022, at 8:01 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Aaron M. Ward,
age 36, of Seneca Falls, following an incident on Van Cleef Street. Police responded to a report that
Ward had displayed a knife while threatening to cause harm to the victim. As a result of the
investigation, Ward was charged with Menacing in the 2nd Degree, obstructing governmental
administration in the second degree, and due to his previous convictions, Criminal Possession of a
Weapon in the 3rd Degree, a felony. Ward was transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility
to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized Arraignment Part Court. An Order of Protection
was requested on behalf of the victim.

On Friday, May 13th, 2022, at 1:36 am, the Town of Seneca Falls Department arrested Tria BackmanLowe, of Seneca Falls for Obstructing Governmental Administration in 2nd Degree, a class
A misdemeanor. Police were initially called to Fall Street for a disorderly subject causing property
damage. Police were investigating the incident when Backman-Lowe approached police and
intervened, preventing police from continuing the investigation. Backman-Lowe refused to comply
with the lawful orders and was subsequently was arrested. Backman-Lowe was released on an
Appearance ticket and is due to appear in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date.
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May Notable Case – Continued from page 4
On May 15th, 2022 at 2:45 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Justin A. Brown,
age 34, of Seneca Falls on an arrest warrant for Failure to Update Photograph; Sex Offender Registry.
Police responded to the Brown's residence on an unrelated incident and placed him into custody.
Brown had failed to provide an updated photograph as required as part of the provisions of the New
York State Sex Offender Registy. Brown was processed on the charge and transported to the Seneca
County Law Enforcement Center to await arraignment.

A local man is facing charges following a robbery investigation that began earlier this month. On
05/17/22 at approximately 3:36pm, the Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Dejon Butler, age 23,
of Waterloo, on felony charges of Robbery in the First Degree (Class B Felony), Criminal Possession
of a Weapon in the Third Degree (Class D Felony), Attempted Assault in the Second Degree (Class E
Felony), and a misdemeanor charge of Petit Larceny. Butler is accused of taking property belonging to
another resident while possessing a knife and striking the local resident with the blunt end of that knife.
The local resident was treated at a local medical facility for minor abrasions. The knife believed to be
involved in this incident was recovered after town police, with the assistance from members of the
Seneca County Sheriff's Office, and New York State Police executed a search warrant at a local
residence in the Town of Seneca Falls. Butler, who is currently incarcerated at the Seneca County
Correctional Facility, is to be arraigned in Seneca County CAP Court on all charges later this evening.
The New York State Police and Seneca County Sheriff's Office assisted in the investigation.

On May 18th, 2022 the Seneca Falls Police Department charged Berain L. Winfield, age 39, of 131
Reed Avenue, Syracuse, NY following the investigation into a shooting incident on the evening of May
1st, 2022 on Garden Street Extension in Seneca Falls. Winfield allegedly shot multiple times at a 23year-old male who was uninjured. Winfield was charged with Attempted Murder in the 2nd Degree,
Attempted Assault in the First Degree, Reckless Endangerment in the 1st Degree, Criminal Possession
of a Weapon in the 2nd Degree and Criminal Use of a Firearm in the 1st Degree. Winfield was
transported to the Seneca County Law Enforcement Center where he was held for centralized
arraignment.
The Seneca Falls Police Department was assisted by the Seneca County Sheriff's Office Patrol and
Criminal Investigation Divisions, the New York State Police Bureau of Criminal Investigation and the
United States Marshals Service.
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May Notable Case – Continued from page 5
On Friday, May 20th, 2022, at 9:40 am, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Dejon O.
Butler, age 23, of Seneca Falls, New York following a drug investigation. Butler was originally placed
into custody on an outstanding parole warrant and upon further investigation it was determined he was
in possession of cocaine and prescription pills that were not in their original container. Butler was
charged with two counts of criminal possession of a controlled substance in the seventh degree. He was
issued an appearance ticket directing him to appear in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to
answer the charge.
On Sunday, May 22, 2022, at about 10:19 am police responded to a report that Alicea was destroying
electrical meters that belonged to other residents’ homes with a hammer. Upon arrival police located
him inside of a trailer, of which he refused to exit. While police were on scene Alicea broke several
windows of the residence and threatened serious physical injury to other individuals and the police.
Officers eventually made entry after a fourteen-year-old child exited. When confronted by police,
Alicea ignited a butane torch, pointed it at officers and threatened to burn them. He was eventually
taken into custody and charged with criminal mischief in the fourth degree, criminal tampering in the
second degree, menacing in the second degree, endangering the welfare of a child, all class A
misdemeanors; and criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree, a class D felony.
Alicea was also charged with one count of resisting arrest for both cases. Alicea was treated and
released from Geneva General Hospital then was transported to the Seneca County Correctional
Facility to await arraignment. The fourteen-year-old child was not injured in the incident. The Seneca
Falls Police Department was assisted on scene by the Seneca County Sheriff's Office and the New
York State Police.

On Sunday, May 22, 2022, at 12:41 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Florencio
L. Alicea, age 37, of Seneca Falls, New York following two incidents.
On Friday, May 20, 2022, police received a delayed report that Alicea punched another individual then
displayed a knife and threatened him. No one was injured during the incident. As a result of the
investigation police charged Alicea with harassment in the second degree, a violation; menacing in the
second degree, a class A misdemeanor; and criminal possession of weapon in the third degree, a class
D felony.
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May Notable Case – Continued from page 6
On Sunday, May 22, 2022, at 12:53 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Catina
Y. Overbaugh, age 48, of Seneca Falls, New York following two incidents.
On Friday, May 20, 2022, police received a delayed report that Overbaugh grabbed another individual
by the neck and threatened to cause them physical harm if they were to call the police. No one was
injured during the incident. As a result of the investigation, police charged Overbaugh with harassment
in the second degree, a violation; menacing in the third degree, a class B misdemeanor; and coercion in
the second degree, a class A misdemeanor.
On Sunday, May 22, 2022, police responded to a report that Overbaugh's boyfriend was destroying
property. Upon police arrival it was determined that Overbaugh and her 14-year-old daughter were in
the presence of Overbaugh's boyfriend. During the incident, Overbaugh allowed her daughter to be
exposed to, and to participate in, the intentional destruction of property, threats of physical harm
towards others and towards police. As a result of the investigation, Overbaugh was charged with one
count of endangering the welfare of a child, a class A misdemeanor. The child was not injured as a
result of the incident.
Overbaugh was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility where she awaits
arraignment.
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SFPD Participates in Mynderse Career Day
On May 19th members of the Seneca Falls Police Department participated in the Mynderse Academy
Career & College Fair for 9th to 12th-grade students. The purpose of this event was to bring awareness
to an array of careers and college majors. SFPD members interacted with students and discussed
earning potential, level of demand of the profession, and testing requirements. We even made some
students run around the gym with a ballistic vest on and complete ten (or more) pushups.
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SFPD Participated in the 2022 Memorial Day Services
This Memorial Day, Chief Peenstra and members of the Seneca Falls Police Department had the
privilege to participate in the Memorial Day services for Seneca Falls.
This year the Parade Grand Marshal was Jim DiCesare, a lifetime resident of Seneca Falls. A Veteran
of the U.S. Army, he served in the Signal Corps as a pole lineman from 1962 to 1964 during the Cuban
Missile Crisis. Keynote Speaker was Walter Gable, Seneca County Historian. Poppy Prince and
Princess, winners of an essay contest for Seneca Falls fourth grade students on "What Memorial Day
Means to Me," were Benjamin Lilly and Kloe VanCleef of Seneca Falls.
It was a beautiful day to remember and honor all that have served, especially those who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice to keep America free. Twenty Seneca Falls Veterans' names were read this year,
honoring those that have since passed since Memorial Day 2021.
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SFPD Remembers Past Members During Police Week
On May 15th members of SFPD held their first annual Member Memorial Service. The event was a
massive success as we spent a couple of hours honoring past deceased members of the Seneca Falls
Police that served our community for a minimum of 15 years or longer. Approximately sixty people
attended this event to honor those who have served our community with dignity and respect.
We also paid special tribute to Patrick McKeon, who is the only SFPD officer killed in the line of duty
on December 12, 1902. On this date, Officer McKeon was on foot patrol after a large storm struck our
community when he came in contact with a downed live electrical wire.
Special thank you to Chief Fred Capozzi (Ret.) for being the main force behind this event and
Mynderse Student Jada Siders for doing a fantastic job playing taps.
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TOWN OF SENECA FALLS POLICE DEPARTMENT
Seneca Falls Municipal Building
130 Ovid Street, Suite 101
Seneca Falls, New York 13148
Stuart W. Peenstra
Chief of Police

Emergency Dial 911

PRESS RELEASE
Monday, May 23, 2022
The Seneca Falls Police Department is providing officers with less-lethal beanbag shotguns.
To give officers more less-lethal options – meaning options other than using a firearm on a
person – the Seneca Falls Police Department recently placed two less-lethal shotguns into service. Chief
Peenstra states: “The Seneca Falls Police Department recognizes and respects the value of human life and
the dignity of every individual.” “It further acknowledges that the primary duty of our officers is to preserve
human life.” “Less lethal munitions bridge a dangerous gap that has long existed within the police use of
force.” “It is imperative that we continue to provide our officers with as much knowledge and tools to end a
potentially volatile situation with as little force as possible.” “We continue to train to best handle interactions
with non-compliant subjects to successfully end situations without having to risk serious injury to officers or
subjects.”
The less-lethal shotguns are stored separately from the firearms meant to
discharge lethal rounds and only ever loaded with “Super Sock” rounds, or small
beanbags, to bring some situations to a resolution without using deadly force.
Other less-lethal options used by the department include Tasers, the BolaWrap,
pepper spray, and batons. The department regularly trains officers in the use of all
options.
The “Bean Bag Impact Weapon” consists of a shotgun firing a special projectile
that can be fired to encourage compliance, overcome resistance, or prevent
serious injury without the significant potential of causing death.
The Bean Ban Impact Weapon is a standard Remington Model 870, 12-gauge shotgun that has been
modified with an orange stick and foregrip. No other type of lethal weapon system within the police
department is modified to mimic the appearance of the less-lethal impact weapons.
The police department has created a policy to store the shotgun to avoid any possible mix-ups. All
munitions are wholly separate and different from lethal ammunition. Additionally, officers were instructed on
a step-by-step verification process to ensure, on-scene, that the correct rounds are being loaded into the
weapon system.

Non-Emergency: 315.568.4850

Emergency: 911

Facsimile: 315.568.4409

The availability of less-lethal weapons can assist officers in de-escalation of potentially violent
confrontations and provide additional alternatives to the use of deadly force. The discharge or use of the
Bean Bag Impact Weapon will be
limited to the degree of force that
is reasonably necessary to
provide protection for the officer,
the subject, a third party, and/or
to affect a legal arrest.
The need to deploy the weapon
system will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis. Officers are
expected to act with intelligence and sound judgment and fully conform to state and federal laws and
constitutional provisions.
There is a broad range of scenarios in which the use of a Bean Bag Impact Weapon may be justified.
Significant factors to consider when deciding whether such use is justified include, but are not limited to the
following situations: the seriousness of any crime committed by the individual; whether the individual is
armed, if so, the potential lethality/threat; the propensity of the individual to be violent; and the urgency of
the situation and potential impact of actions that the subject may commit.
All discharges of the Bean Bag Impact Weapon should only be applied to a subject demonstrating active
resistance or threatening behavior for which substantial force may be justified after a subject has failed to
comply with verbal commands and other progressive levels of force. The weapon system may be deployed
in situations that include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•

A violent subject armed with an item such as a baseball bat, crowbar, shovel, or other objects
capable of inflicting injury.
A subject that is armed with an edged weapon.
A suicidal person who is armed with a dangerous weapon or who is attempting to force officers into
a “suicide-by-cop” scenario.

The primary target area for impact munitions is the lower extremities (thighs or buttocks). Officers are
trained to avoid the head, neck, upper chest, and kidney areas. The munitions are not meant to break the
skin or cause serious physical injury; however, the closer the subject is, the higher the risk of injury. As a
precaution, officers are directed to request medical attention whenever a person is struck with an impact
munition.

Non-Emergency: 315.568.4850

Emergency: 911

Facsimile: 315.568.4409

Town of Seneca Falls Police Department
Training Report- May 2022
Training Course

Name

Total Hours

2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification
2022 SFPD Long Gun Qualification

Sgt. Martin Rotz
PO. Jacob DeChick
LT. Timothy Snyder
Inv. Christopher Denny
PO. Eric Maclean
Sgt. Sebastiano Gentile
Sgt. Thomas Cleere
PO. Matthew Mix
PO. Bethany Kidd
PO. Andrew Hilker
PO. Logan Burgdorf
Chief Stuart Peenstra
Sgt. Eric Davids
Sgt. Michael Poole
Sgt. Inv. Michael Petrocci

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention
2022 Active Shooter: Phases and Prevention

PO. Logan Burgdorf
PO. Bethany Kidd
Sgt. Martin Rotz
Inv. Christopher Denny
PO. Jacob DeChick
Chief Stuart Peenstra
Lt. Timothy Snyder
PO. Eric Maclean
Sgt. Thomas Cleere
PO. Andrew Hilker
Sgt. Eric Davids
Sgt. Michael Poole
Sgt. Inv. Michael Petrocci
Sgt. Sebastiano Gentile
PO. Matthew Mix

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2022 Dare Updated Training
2022 NYSIC-Field Intelligence Officer

Inv. Christopher Denny
Sgt. Sebastiano gentile

3
4

2022 Dispatcher: Ethics in Public Service
2022 Dispatcher: Ethics in Public Service

Clerk Allison Archer
Clerk Linda Wolcott

1
1

Total hours

84

RESET FORM

TOWN OF SENECA FALLS POLICE DEPARTMENT
DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER ACTIVITY REPORT
OFFICER
SUBMITTING
REPORT:

MONTH:

Michael C. Poole, Sergeant

May 2022

FULL DAYS

HALF DAYS

TOTAL # OF EVENTS/FUNCTIONS

21

-

03

TOTAL # OF SFPD CR #’S CREATED

12

EVENT ACTIVITY BREAKDOWN

1447
121
12
01

STUDENT CONTACTS
PARENT CONTACTS
COUNSELING SESSIONS WITH STUDENTS
COUNSELING SESSIONS WITH STUDENTS/PARENTS
STUDENT ARRIVAL, LUNCH, DISMISSAL

DAILY AS PERMITTED

20
06
04
01
01
-

CLASSROOM LECTURES, PARTICIPATION, D.A.R.E.
MEETINGS ATTENDED (Community, school, etc.)
OUTSIDE FAMILY – DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & CUSTODY RELATED ISSUES
INTER-SCHOOL, OUTSIDE AGENCY STUDENT ISSUES
ASSIST OUTSIDE AGENCY
ASSIST ROAD PATROL/CID
ASSIST SFSCD TRANSPORTATION
ASSIST DISTRICT OFFICE
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS, TRAFFIC & PARKING RELATED ISSUES
EMERGENCY DRILLS
TRAINING COMPLETED (by hours)
COURT APPEARANCE/SUPERINTENDENT HEARINGS
LOST PROPERTY

BREAKDOWN BY SCHOOL
ASSIST LOCATING STUDENT NOT ACCOUNTED FOR
ASSIST WITH DISORDERLY STUDENT, HALL OR CLASSROOM DISTURBANCE
ASSIST SCHOOL PERSONNEL (Teachers, counselors, etc.)
HOME VISITS / SAFETY CHECKS
VIOLATION LEVEL OFFENSES
MISDEMEANOR LEVEL OFFENSES
FELONY LEVEL OFFENSES
MENTAL HEALTH INCIDENTS

ARREST BREAKDOWN BY SCHOOL
VIOLATION LEVEL OFFENSES
MISDEMEANOR LEVEL OFFENSES
FELONY LEVEL OFFENSES
MENTAL HEALTH INCIDENTS

Non-Emergency: 315.568.4850

Emergency: 911

HS

MS

CS

FK

01
01
HS

MS

03
03
CS

01
01
01
FK

01

-

-

-

Facsimile: 315.568.4409

TOWN OF SENECA FALLS POLICE DEPARTMENT
DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER ACTIVITY REPORT
NARRATIVE / ADDITIONAL COMMENTS / DEPARTMENT CR #’S

-Assisted road patrol with complaints in progress.
-Assisted CID
-Monitored the Senior Ball and Bash
-Performed home safety checks at student residences.
-Spoke with parents while off duty in regards to their childs behaivor and decision making.
-Assisted students getting caught up with DARE on own time.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michael C. Poole, Sergeant
Non-Emergency: 315.568.4850

PRINT FORM

Emergency: 911

Facsimile: 315.568.4409
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