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July “Snapshot” 
 
 

In July 2022, members of the Seneca Falls Police Department documented 1728 duty-related events.  
These events include: responding to 744 calls for service, conducting 834 property checks on both 
business and residential properties, and 122 traffic stops.   

Forty-six traffic tickets were issued consisting of 12 Misdemeanor, and 34 Infractions.   

Thirty-three motor vehicle crashes were investigated in July, consisting of 3 personal injuries and 30 
property damages.   

Thirty-eight individuals were arrested, resulting in 59 Penal Law charges. These charges yielded the 
filing of 5 Felony, 37 Misdemeanors, and 17 Violations with Town Court. This agency recorded four 
subject resistance reports during three separate incidents in July. One incident resulted in a minor 
abrasion to a subject who refused further medical treatment. There was one incident where an officer 
suffered a minor scrape and another where one officer was punched, and a different officer was kicked. 
Neither officer required any medical attention during these incidents. 

The Seneca Falls Police Department responded to fourteen mental health related calls resulting in ten 
individuals requiring transportation by law enforcement to Clifton Springs Hospital.  SFPD members 
utilized the department iPad for remote mental health services five times in the month of July. Out of 
the five times, four individuals were stabilized within their home, requiring no transports for further 
evaluation by Clifton Springs Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program. 

In comparing July 2021 to July 2022, calls for service were down 14% (862/744); criminal charges 
were up 64% (36/59); traffic tickets were down 32% (68/46); traffic stops were down 24% (161/122);  
traffic accidents were up 18% (28/33); Domestic Disturbances were up 12% (25/28); Mental Health 
Incidents were down 18% (17/14); and Driving While Intoxicated arrests were down 40% (5/3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparison Bar Graph Chart located on page 3. 
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Criminal Investigation Division 
 

The Criminal Investigation Division was assigned 6 new investigations during the month of July 
2022.  Although, all 6 remain open 3 are pending action by outside entities for closure.  CID testified in 
court on 2 occasions and participated in the forensic interview of 3 child victims at the Child Advocacy 
Center.  CID assisted the road patrol on several cases and arrests.   

 
 

July Notable Case 
 

On Saturday, July 2, 2022, at 10:31 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Patrick 
G. Crawford, age 30, of Waterloo, New York, following an investigation of a domestic incident at a 
local business. During the domestic incident, Crawford subjected a female victim to unwanted physical 
contact. Crawford was also observed to be consuming an alcoholic beverage in a public parking lot. 
While police were investigating the matter, they detained Crawford who physically resisted. Crawford 
was charged with one count of Obstructing Governmental Administration in the second degree, a 
misdemeanor, Harassment in the second degree, a violation, and a Seneca Falls Town Code violation 
for the consumption of an alcoholic beverage in a parking lot.  Crawford was secured at the Seneca 
County Correctional Facility in order to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized 
Arraignment Part Court. An order of protection was requested on the behalf of the victim.  
 
 
 
On 07/06/2022, at approximately 9:19 P.M. The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Wayne A. Purnell (age 25) of Seneca Falls and Jack B. Harris (age 25) of Weedsport. The arrests 
follow a response by the Seneca Falls Fire Department to an outdoor fire at a local residence. It was 
reported that the initial fire department member to arrive was unable to access the fire due to Harris 
threatening to cause physical harm to him. When police arrived to assist, Purnell was also observed 
shouting threats to physically harm fire department members.  Harris was charged with obstruction of 
governmental administration in the second degree, coercion in the third degree, and harassment in the 
second degree. Purnell was charged with harassment in the second degree and disorderly conduct. Both 
males were secured at the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment in the Seneca 
County Centralized Arraignment Part Court. An order of protection was requested for the victim. 
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July Notable Case – Continued from page 4 
 
 
On Thursday, July 7, 2022, at 8:51 am the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Kevin J. 
Larrabee, age 39, of Fulton, New York. The arrest stems from a theft that occurred on June 22, 2022, at 
a business on State Route 5. During the early morning hours of June 22, Larrabee used a saw to remove 
the catalytic converter from a vehicle owned by the business. While doing so he caused other damage 
to the vehicle. Larrabee was charged with one count of grand larceny in the fourth degree, a class E 
felony; one count of criminal mischief in the third degree, a class E felony; and one count of auto 
stripping in the third degree, a class A misdemeanor. Larrabee was processed and transported to the 
Seneca County Correctional Facility to be arraigned. He will be due back in the Town of Seneca Falls 
Court at a later date to answer the charges.  
 
 
 
On 07/16/2022 at 12:44 A.M. The Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Rachael E. 
Nguyen (age: 36) of Waterloo following an investigation into a domestic incident. Police report that 
they responded to a female screaming outside of a local residence. When they arrived Nyguyen was 
reported to have engaged in a dispute with a family member. While police were investigating the 
matter, Nguyen threatened to harm a male victim and then resisted arrest when police placed her into 
custody. Once she was in custody Nguyen then attempted to kick one of the responding officers. She 
also refused to comply with the fingerprinting portion of arrest processing.  Nguyen was charged with 
two counts of harassment in the second degree, one count of obstruction of governmental 
administration in the second degree and one count of resisting arrest.  Nguyen was secured at the 
Seneca County Correctional Facility to await arraignment in the Seneca County Centralized 
Arraignment Part Court. An order of protection was requested on behalf of the victim. 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, July 20th, 2022, at 5:45 pm, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Jonah M. DeCory, age 25, of Seneca Falls, following a domestic dispute. During the dispute, DeCory 
threatened to kill the female victim while pointing a firearm at her. DeCory also destroyed property 
belonging to the victim. DeCory was charged with menacing in second degree and criminal mischief in 
the fourth degree. He was transported to the Seneca County Centralized Arraignment Part Court for 
arraignment. An Order of Protection was requested on behalf of the victim. 
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July Notable Case – Continued from page 5 

 
On July 23, 2022, at 10:51 am, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Justin E. Chilson, 
age 37, of Seneca Falls, for one count of Criminal Contempt in the First Degree, a class E felony, and 
one count of Assault in the Third Degree, a class A misdemeanor. Chilson is accused of engaging in a 
physical altercation with a female, causing physical injury, during a domestic incident. There had been 
an order of protection in place protecting the victim from Chilson which prompted the felony charge. 
Chilson was transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await centralized arraignment.  

 
On Sunday, July 24, 2022, at 1:30 am, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested 
Christopher L. Planty, age 33, of Newark, New York. Planty entered a dwelling in the Town of Seneca 
Falls without permission. Planty was charged with one count of Criminal trespass in the second degree, 
a misdemeanor. Planty was transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility to await 
arraignment. 

 
On Thursday, July 28, 2022, at 11:15 am, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested Martin 
C. Ches, age 66, of Seneca Falls, New York following a complaint of trespassing at a residence on Fall 
St. It was determined that Ches had entered and remained upon the property, from which he had 
previously been banned. It was also determined that the property owner had an active Class A Order of 
Protection against Ches. Ches was arrested and charged with one count of criminal contempt in the 
second degree, a class A misdemeanor, and one count of criminal trespass in the third degree, a class B 
misdemeanor. Ches was processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility, where 
he awaits arraignment. 

 
On Thursday, July 28th, 2022, the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested a 15-year-old 
female following an investigation into an incident that occurred on Fall St on July 27th, 2022. Police 
responded to a reported domestic disturbance and while investigating, the 15-year-old juvenile became 
physically aggressive and struck responding officers with a closed fist and kicked officers who were 
attempting to detain her. The juvenile was charged with two counts of attempted assault in the second 
degree, a class E felony, and one count of obstructing governmental administration in the second 
degree, a class A misdemeanor. The juvenile was processed and released on an appearance ticket 
scheduling her to appear at the Seneca County Probation Department where the matter will be handled. 
One officer sustained a minor injury, the juvenile was not injured. 
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July Notable Case – Continued from page 6 

 
On Saturday, July 30, 2022, at 6:31 pm the Town of Seneca Falls Police Department arrested John R. 
Bergenstock, age 35, of Venice Center, New York following a domestic dispute at a town residence. 
The Seneca County 911 Center received a 911 call from the victim reporting that Bergenstock was 
attempting to forcefully enter her residence and that he was threatening to kill her. Once Bergenstock 
realized that police were responding he left the scene in a vehicle. Police spotted the vehicle on East 
Bayard Street and attempted to stop him. Bergenstock attempted to elude the officers by traveling 
down several side streets at a high rate of speed. Eventually Bergenstock went down Troup Street, a 
dead end street, where he was stopped and taken into custody. Following the investigation Bergenstock 
was charged with vehicle and traffic law for operating an unregistered motor vehicle, operating without 
insurance and reckless driving. Additionally, he was charged with criminal mischief in the fourth 
degree, endangering the welfare of a child and menacing in the third degree. Bergenstock was 
processed and transported to the Seneca County Correctional Facility for arraignment. He will be due 
back in the Town of Seneca Falls Court at a later date to answer the charges.  
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Backpacks for people in need 
 

Town of Seneca Falls Council Woman Kaitlyn Laskoski partnered with Chief Peenstra from the Seneca 
Falls Police Department and Commissioner Tracy VanVleck from the Seneca County Department of 
Social Services to assist homeless/displaced individuals. This initiative was the idea of Council Woman 
Laskoski when she became aware of the lack of resources readily available to people in need due to 
the vicinity, hours, and transportation of county resources.  
  
Due to Laskoski's efforts, Seneca Falls Police Department members will now have backpacks 
containing various hygiene, canned food, and nonperishable food items. The backpack will also have 
bus tickets to assist them in following up with the Department of Social Services that coming Monday. 
Informational packets with a list of services are distributed to individuals as a resource. Everyone 
involved in this pilot program plans to have this service available to all Law Enforcement Officers in 
the County if their department wishes to participate.   
  
"This collaborative effort was very much needed as we continue to meet the needs of our residents to 
best assist them in getting back on their feet and returning to some level of normalcy. By providing 
even the most essential needs and linking them to critical resources that many may not be familiar 
with that exist within our very own community," says Council Woman Laskoski.   
  
"We are thrilled to work with Council Woman Kaitlyn Laskoski and the Seneca County Department of 
Social Services on bridging the gap between services that are already being provided to those in need 
during the week but might otherwise need to wait for those same services in the middle of the night 
or on the weekend," says Chief Peenstra.   
  
"Seneca County Division of Human Services is grateful to our law enforcement and town council 
partners for reaching out to Principal Social Welfare Examiner Samantha Lotz, offering assistance with 
our homeless population in the times that our offices may not be staffed or fully open. With Ms. 
Lotz's understanding of this population's needs, she assisted our partners in developing a plan for 
local law enforcement officers to have readily available resources to give to individuals they may 
encounter in these situations. It truly takes a community effort to help our residents in need get the 
services and resources that are available to them. We continue to be grateful to the efforts of our 
partners and their willingness to go above their normal duties to help in assisting us with our 
community members." says Human Services Commissioner Tracy VanVleck.  
 
 
 
 
 





Town of Seneca Falls Police Department
     Training Report- July 2022

Anti-Bias Training For Law Enforcement Sgt. Inv. Michael Petrocci 2
Anti-Bias Training For Law Enforcement SRO Michael Poole 2

Constitutional Law and Community Policing Sgt. Inv. Michael Petrocci 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing Sgt. Eric Davids 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing PO Matthew Mix 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing PO Andrew hilker 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing Sgt. Thomas Cleere 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing PO Eric Maclean 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing PO Bethany Kidd 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing PO Logan Burgdorf 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing Inv. Christopher Denny 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing SRO Michael Poole 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing PO Jacob DeChick 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing Sgt. Martin Rotz 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing Sgt. Sebastiano Gentile 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing Chief Stuart Peenstra 2
Constitutional Law and Community Policing Lt. Timothy Snyder 2

Ejustice Portal Certification PO Jacob DeChick 1

Total Hours 35

Training Course Name Total Hours
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